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FE x OME Months ago I addreſſed 
A a Letter to my Brethren the 
EO (40 Tradeſmen: and Manufacturers 
of this our common Country, 
and I have the Satisfaction to 
find that among thoſe of my own Acquaint- 
ance, my Intention in it hath been anſwered, 
And this was no other than to point out to 
them one or two Marks of a genuine Pa- 
triot, in order to judge of thoſe who aſſume 
that amiable Title; and by a ſhort Hiſtory of 
the Diſpute then and ſtill ſubſiſting, to enable 
them to obſerve the Motives of the Fomen- 
ters of it; and by Refl:Etion on our long 
undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of Liberty, Property, 
and Law, to inſtil a Reverence for the 
Royal Protector of them; and in Conſe- 
quence, a Diſtruſt of ſuch Men as would 
inſinuate a Deſign in his Majeſty to break in 

upon any of them. „ 
| A 2 J have 
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J have ſince heard much, and ſometimes 
have thought of chis Matter, and did hope 
that, like all other popular differences with- 
dut Foundation, it might by this time have 
ſubſided; but Advertiſements of Patriot 


Clubs and Patriot Toaſts have ſhew'd me 


that it ſtill ſubſiſts, in ſome Peoples Heads 
at leaſt, 


Dealers and Artificers of all kinds ſeem to 
concur in their Non-neceſlity of troubling 
their Heads about Politicks and Prerogative, 
and are unanimous in this one Point, that 
whatever were the Deſigns and Principles 
of thoſe who ſtile themſelves Patriots, the 
Effects of their Zeal are, Diſcouragement to 
Trade, and mutual Diſtruſt in Money Mat- 
ters and? Commerce, to the great Diſtreſs of 
many induſtrious Families. 


It were eaſy to ſhew that theſe are the 
yatural Reſult of the Oppoſition formed laſt 
Seſſion, but I will charitably ſuppoſe theſe 
were not in the View of the Chiefs of the 
Party, as ſome of them are Maſters of large 
Property, which muſt in ſome Degree be 
impaired by the national Calamity, 


I preſume not to dictate to my Superiors 
in Rank or Fortune, becauſe I have expe- 
rienced the Inattention of ſome of my neigh- 


bour 
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bour Squires, to what appeared to me plain 
and obvious Truth; but becauſe I fee At- 
tempts made to draw us, the lower Free- 
holders, into a Snare, I will in Tenderneſs 
to Men of my own Level, communicate the 
little which I have learned of State Affairs 
and of the preſent Diſpute. 


Though Parliament and Speaker be in 
every Man's Mouth, yet I will venture to 
ſay, there are but few of us who have well 
confidered the Office of a Speaker, which 
yet it is very proper that every Individual 
in this Land of Liberty ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with, and I will tell you what I 
man We the Matter, 


At every general Election, the Parliament 
is made up of a Number of Members from 
divers Parts of the Kingdom, who at firſt 
Meeting may well be thought to be, and in 
fact are moſtly Strangers to each other. To 
avoid the Confuſion which naturally attends 
numerous popular Aſſemblies, ſome one of 
the Members diſtingu ſhed by his Abilities, 
Integrity, and Acquaintance with Parlia- 
mentary Affairs, is requeſted by the Majority 
to aſſiſt the Houſe in their future Confe- 
rences, by exerting, as Occaſion offers, theſe 
ſeveral Qualifications. He generally pratifies 
them with becoming Diffidence, and is 


* placed 


n 
placed in a Chair, where he may hear and 
be heard by every Member in the Houſe. 


This Perſon is called the Speaker. His 
Office is to prevent tumultuous irregular 
ſpeaking; every Member addreſſes what he 
has to ſay to him. If two or more attempt 
to ſpeak at the ſame time, he ſilences all 
but one, whom he calls by his Name; origi- 
nally perhaps done to inform the other Mem- 
bers who the Perſon is that ſpeaketh. 


There is another Part of his Office, the 
Knowledge of which is very material to us. 


Every Member has a Right to propoſe any 
Scheme to be enacted into a Law, but (as 
it is poſſible in ſo numerous an Aſſembly 
ſomething frivolous or improper might be 
offered, or it may be, to engage the Atten- 
tion of the Houſe by the Dignity of the 
Chair), by the Rules of Parliament every 
Member's Motion for enacting a Law muſt, 
if I am rightly informed, be made to the 
Speaker in his Chair, and by him alone is 
ſuppoſed to be communicated to the Houſe 
for their Conſideration. . 


It is very eaſy to ſee that this Part of his 
Office, ſtrictly taken, where many Bills are 
offered, and the Seſſion ſhort, requires all his 
Abilities and Attention, In Tenderneſs 

| , there- 
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therefore. to him, the Members who. have 
any new Law to propoſe, do uſually acquaint 
him with their Scheme in private, that he 
may be the leſs embarraſſed when he comes 
to . it to the Houſe. This, I ſay, is 
the uſual, but not the parliamentary Method, 
and is a flagrant Inſtance, how fatal the ſmal- 
leſt Deviation from our Conſtiration may be: 
-to N ational Liberty, | 


"6 would hardly i imagine that any thing 
dangerous could ariſe from this Complaiſance 
in our Repreſentatives to the Eaſe of their 
Speaker; and yet I believe every conſiderate 
Man will allow, that it gives him very undue 
Influence over every private Member. The 
Dignity of his Station, the Authority of it, 
the Opinion of his Abilities, are all in the Scale 
againſt the Member who applies to him in 
private, Should theſe Advantages in ſome fu- 
ture time meet with a bad Heart, a moderate. 
Gueſſer might. ſay whence the Danger of 
_ our Liberty my be apprehended, 


"0 $0 is ſaid to be 7 Nature, and: 
a Man of a good Diſpoſition who has got a 
Habit of governing and dictating, be it in 
what Shape it may, will be wayward and. 
n in parting with it. | 


"= has been aid, that a Spea ker. has bd 
ſurpriſed, nay offended at nn any thing 
| A 4 pro- 


+ o ai} 
propoſed. in the Houſe, with which he was 
not previouſly acquainted, and for this Reaſon 

alone oppaſed it with the whole Wei ht of 

his Intereſt, If this be true; and if thoſe 
Patriots who bluſter about Liberty, know it 
to be Truth, I will have no Liberty of their 
_ chuſing, and 1 will ſay, the — Martyrs 
there are for ſuch kind of Liberty, the bet- 
ter for the Nation. 


The Patriot Advocates for this glorious 
Freedom ſay, and ſay well, May no Ec- 
cleſiaſtick have Influence on the Houſe of 
Commons I and 1 fay, Nor Layman ei- 
ther, beyond what the Rectitude of his 
Vote or Advice may occaſionally give 
him. Whoever has more than this, if he 
be cautious enough, and will not precipitate 
his Meaſures, may more effectually under 
the Veil of Patriotiſm, undermine Pall our 
Liberties than twenty Colonels with as ma- 
ny * and Nr at their Heels. 


The Gentleman at the Head of the Op- 
pofition hath the Advantage of being eſteem- 
ed by all Sides in his private Character; 
but if what is advanced above be true, — 
my Legs may be ſet in the Stocks, 

will bee nally uneaſy to me, whether eld 


by the ſoft Hand of a Lady, or the rougher 
Fiſt of a e ee 2 45 


| Money 
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Money is faid to be the Root of all Evil, 
and the Proverb is abundantly illuſtrated 
through the whole Procedure in the Op- 

poſition. | 


I have not Knowledge enough in the Law, 
to pronounce on which Side the Right lies; 
but I have Underſtanding and Humanity to. 
perceive and to regret, that ſo conſiderable a 
Number of my Countrymen are capable of 
purſuing Meaſures, in Support of their Opi- 
nion, moſt of which are odious, many vio- 
lent, ſome in the Face of them, deſtruCtive 
of 'the very Liberty they would be thought 
to ſapport. | . 


It would be endleſs to enumerate all, but 
there are ſome ſo glaring, as to merit the 
particular Abhorrence of every Man who 
calls himſelf a Gentleman. | 8 
It would be mean and malicious to urge 
the domeſtick Vices of a real Criminal againſt 
him in a Court of juſtice; though perhaps 
- thoſe very Vices might have a remote Ten- 
dency to evince his Guilt; but in the Cale at 
preſent in my View, Malice and Meanneſs 
ate more than blended, they are woven to- 
gether. ; ; 3 0 1 p 
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Iam not, as may well be ſuppoſed from 
my Station in the World, acquainted with. 
the Gentleman at the Head of the Church, 
ſo as to ſay any thing of my own Knowledge. 
He hath, as I am informed, been Biſhop 
ſucceſſively in two Dioceſſes, very remote 
from each other, where he left behind him 
a Character of Affability, Politeneſs and 
Innocence of Manners; and every body re- 
members his being rais'd to the Primacy 
was generally acceptable. I never could hear 
from the moſt flaming Patriot, nor in all the 
low, ſcandalous Ribaldry publiſhed, any one 
Inſtance of the Abuſe of his Power, or that 
in Church Preferments he was partial to 
Engliſhmen, in prejudice to the Natives : 
Every body knows how he bath been handled 
by Calumny for things, which, if they were, 
true, have no Relation to Matters of State; 
and therefore, whether true or falſe, they 
certainly owe their Publication to perſonal 
Malice, which every wiſe Man knoweth to 
be a Liar. | | 


How Gentlemen can reconcile Duty and 
Affection to his Majeſty, with Rudeneſs and 
as much Inſult as could ſafely be ſhewn to 
his immediate Repreſentative, is beyond my 
Te Comprehenſion. | 2 ; 170 
"_ 


| ts 2. I 
$ bu ? 
4s — 


(un) 


If a Committee of either Houſe were de- 
+ puted on a Parliamentary Errand to his Ma- 
jeſty, we ſhould certainly think they were not 

well treated, if the Populace were wink'd 
at in affronting them on all Occaſions ; and 
ſhould be apt to murmur againſt an Engliſb 

Grand Jury, who would ſubject a Man to 
Pains and Penalties for only wiſhing 'them 
ſafe home; but a Word to the Wiſe is 
enough. e 


J have never ſeen the D— of D—— 
but in his State Coach, have no Attachment 
to him, but as a Subject to his Maſter ; but 
I have heard, that he has frequently interpo- 
ſed his good Offices in Favour of this King- 
dom; and the Man muſt have a ſhort Me- 
mory, who remembers not with Gratitude, 
that very lately he revived expiring Publick 
Credit, after ſuch Uſage as would have 
prompted a meaner Spirit to Retaliation and 
Revenge... - | 0 | 


I ſhould not, my Friends and Countrymen, 
have at this time troubled you or myſelf, if 
I had not reflected, that it is every Man's 
Buſineſs to detect a Cheat and an Impoſtor. 


The faireſt Form may receive 2 Wound, 
which in a good Habit of Body, with a little 


Clean- 
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Cleanlineſs will heal of itſelf, and the Part re- 
cover its uſual Strength; but a lazy, ill- con- 
dition'd Varlet, to extort your Charity, will 
improve the Scratch of a Pin to an offenſive 
ill-looking Ulcer. e 


_ Suppoſe any of yourſelves for two Years 
paſt in China, Hou of the Reach of thoſe 
late Broils; you meet with Patriot Advertiſe- 
ments from different Quarters; Would you 
not imagine, that there was an avowed De- 
ſign of intailing Miſery, and Woe, and 
Wooden Shoes upon the Nation? That all 
the Gentlemen of Fortune had gone mad, and 
intended to ruin their Families, and their own 
Eſtates along with the Country, in order to 
make their Butlers and Dependents Exciſe- 
men ? and that ſome ſelect Spirits had been 
deputed to make frequent Libations to the 
Guardian Genii of the Nation, that they 
might blaſt and diſappoint their Frenzy. 


In good Earneſt, can theſe People think 
that the Freemen and Frecholders of Ireland 
are to'efſtabliſh their Senſe of the public Good 
and publick Freedom, upon the Caprice of 
124 Men, or any other determined Num- 
ber of Men? * 5 . 1 


im what is the Exerciſe of this Liberty, 


which they ſo graciouſly defend, to __ 
. | 1 
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if all ſucceeding Candidates are to be tied 
down to the Creed of the 124252 


They ſeem to me to intend ſetting up an 
Inquiſition in Politicks, as they have already 
formed their Conclaves z but I would have 
them aware, that the Pope will always bid 
fairer for eltabliſhing his Infallibility, as he is 
fixed in the Chair for Life, and has one un- 
varied Object in View ; whereas by their 
ſhifting the Scenes of their Conſiſtories, and 
the frequent Changes in the Chair, there 
ſeemetkato be a kind of Schiſm among them, 
which portendeth not much Stability in their 
Councils. ; | 


Theſe Volunteers in the Service and Sup- 
of their Country's Liberty, ſeem to me. 
in Politicks, what Swad{lers are in Religion. 


The pious Swaddler raileth at the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of the Church, and the luxu- 
rious Life of the Clergy.-—He hath miſſed 
a Living which he thought he deſerved. 


The Patriot Swaddler inveigheth againſt 
Bribery, lamenteth the Corruption of Place- 
men, the Waſte and projected Diſſipations 
of the Publick Treaſure.—He is checked 
in his Ambition. 3 45. 4 


The 
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The Swadaling Preacher, defeated in his 
Expectation, aſſumeth higher Strains of De- 
votion, courteth Proſelytes, and by their Con- 
tributions maketh a Shift to live, till his Hy- 
pocriſy is diſcoyered, 


The Swaddling Patriot, diſappointed in his 
Views, becometh the Champion of Liberty, 
draweth unthinking People for a while to 
think him ſincere, till at laſt they come to 


_ - diſcover that the Liberty he contends for, is 


that of doing what he pleafes, in Aid of his 
_ own Schemes. | 2 


I know not whether theſe Patriot Clubs, 
or Conſiſtories, may not be comprehended 
within the Statute againſt foreſtalling ; for 
they plainly intend to make a Monopoly of 
us and our Votes, tho' no Market is in View. 


A Man might be tempted to be merry 
with them in this Light, if they did not 
ſeem to have in Proſpect a melancholy Event, 
which if any wiſh to ſee, tho' he were the 
youngeſt Patriot in the Nation, may he be 
diſappointed, and let all the People ſay, Amen. 


I have read, that ſome. Animals are re- 

claimed from their natural Fierceneſs, ſome 
by keeping them from Sleep, others by with- 
ol | holding 
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holding neceſſary Food; now in order to ſub- 
due, at leaſt to moderate the Fury of Swad- 
dling Patriots, I would recommend the kee 
ing them from unneceſſary Drink; for I have 
made it my Obſervation, that the high Pa- 
triot Toaſts commence not till after the 
Ninth or Tenth Bumper, after which they 
generally riſe upon the Shoulders of each o- 
ther; and it is worth remarking, that this 
ſame Patriotiſm thrives moſt in thoſe Counties 


where the Whiſkey Manufacture is in greateſt 
Perfection. | 


If any Perſon ſhould queſtion the Truth 
of theſe Remarks, I refer him to Mr. Luke 
Dun, the Publiſher of the Univerſal Adver- 
tiſer, whole Paper doeth Honour to our 
Time, and who is himſelf an illuſtrious Ex- 
ample of that Liberty and Freedom of Speech, 
which is peculiar to this our Kingdom. 


It is hard to ſpeak ſeriouſly of thoſe Out- 


rages to all Decency and Government, with- 
out Indignation. 


If I were diſpoſed to inflame Mens Paſ- 
fions, I could point out many high Acts of 
Power unwarranted by our Conſtitution, and 
one Jnſtance particularly, whereby the Free- 
dom of every one of us Under-tenants was 


reltrained, and the Property of many in ſome 
Degree 
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Degree affected; but I forbear ; not with- 
out hope, that Gentlemen will conſider the 
Tendency of this unruly Spirit that is gone 
abroad, and unite in preventing the Miſchieſs 
of Licentiouſneſs, from defacing that Happi- 
neſs which this Nation bath ſo long cajoy- 

ed, under the Protection of one of the beſt 
Princes that ever filled the Britiſh Throne, 


